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[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

University of Pittsburgh (Pittsburgh, PA)
	2017-present 	Assistant Professor, Department of English

North Carolina State University (Raleigh, NC)
2016-2017	Postdoctoral Researcher, Genetic Engineering and Society Center

EDUCATION

Ph.D. 	Communication, Rhetoric, & Digital Media, North Carolina State University, 2016 
Dissertation: 	Distributing Biotechnology: (Re)Organizing DNA and Scientific Work
Committee: 	Jessica K. Jameson (Co-Chair), William J. Kinsella (Co-Chair), Steven B. Katz, Jason Delborne, Susan Katz, John Godwin
M.A.	Department of English, Georgetown University, Washington, DC, 2002
B.A.	Department of English, Georgetown University, Washington, DC, 2000

WORK IN PROGRESS

Book manuscript: The Lab Bench and the Kitchen Table (under late-stage review with the University of Pittsburgh Press)

[bookmark: _Hlk40196167]The Lab Bench and the Kitchen Table develops a theoretical and methodological framework of techne, or persuasive craftwork, to position genetic engineering in relation not only to “high tech” fields like computing and engineering, but also domestic crafts like cooking and quilting. The book draws on more than 600 hours of ethnographic fieldwork that I conducted in US, UK, and Danish laboratories, along with my collaborations with biologists, ecologists, policy scholars, and artists. By reconsidering what it means to “compose” with biological material, it challenges dominant innovation narratives and offers familiar reference points to explore social, ethical, and educational dimensions of knowledgeable craft. 



PUBLICATIONS

Refereed Journal Articles

2026	Elizabeth A. Pitts, The Lab Bench and the Kitchen Table. POROI (Project on the Rhetoric of Inquiry) Special Issue: Reimagining the Journal’s Next 25 Years and Beyond, forthcoming.

2019	Rene X. Valdez, M. Nils Peterson, Elizabeth A. Pitts, and Jason Delborne. International News Media Framing of Invasive Rodent Eradications. Biological Invasions, Jan. 2019, 1-11.

2018	Caroline Leitschuh, Dona Kanavy, Gregory A. Backus, Rene X. Valdez, Megan Serr, Elizabeth Pitts, David Threadgill, and John Godwin. Developing Gene Drive Technologies to Eradicate Invasive Rodents from Islands. Journal of Responsible Innovation (5:sup1), S121-S138. 

2013	Huiling Ding and Elizabeth Pitts, Singapore’s Quarantine Rhetoric and Human Rights in Emergency Health Risks. Rhetoric, Professional Communication, and Globalization, 4(1), 55–77. 

Book Chapters
2026	Curate, Accommodate, Remake. In An STS Teachbook: Recipes from our Science and Technology Studies Communities for Critical Pedagogies in Undergraduate Education. 
 	Forthcoming from Lever Press, September 1, 2026.

2019	Jessica Cavin Barnes, Elizabeth A. Pitts, S. Kathleen Barnhill-Dilling, and Jason A. Delborne. Genetic Engineering and Society. In T. Pittinsky (Ed), Science, Technology and Society: New Perspectives and Directions. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 203-233.

2016	Elizabeth Pitts and Jessica K. Jameson, Promoting Ontological Insecurity to Transform the Governance of Science. In Kellett, P.M. & Matyok, T.G. (Ed’s), Transforming conflict through communication in personal, family, and working relationships. New York: Lexington Books, 247-269. 

Digital Scholarship
2013	Barry Peddycord and Elizabeth Pitts, From Open Programming to Open Learning: The Cathedral, the Bazaar, and the Open Classroom. Field Notes for 21st Century Literacies: A Guide to New Theories, Methods, and Practices for Open Peer Teaching and Learning.  Durham, NC: HASTAC. 


Conference Proceedings
2022	U.S. National Science Foundation Merit Review Criteria as Points of Entry for advancing Social Justice. IEEE Transactions on Professional Communication. 

2013	Participatory Documentation: A Case Study & Rationale. Proceedings of the 31st ACM International Conference on Design of Communication (pp. 193–194). New York, NY: ACM. doi:10.1145/2507065.2507092

Book Reviews
2015	Review of Shaping Emerging Technologies: Governance, Innovation, Discourse. (Berlin: IOS Press/AKA, 2013), NanoEthics 9(1), 85-87. doi:10.1007/s11569-015-0221-6

Manuscripts in Preparation
2026			Killing “Nicely” (research underway for a book manuscript)
2026			Environmental Rhetorics in Transnational Contexts (research underway)

PUBLIC HUMANITIES PROJECTS

2021	Principal Organizer, Art’s Work in the Age of Biotechnology: Critical Methods for Collective Experiments. Based at the University of Pittsburgh, this online exhibition situates contemporary genetics within a spectrum of past, present, and future ways of configuring bodies and technologies. I conceptualized and administered the exhibition and contributed equally with Dr. Hannah Star Rogers to its curation. I reviewed all writing associated with the project, including artist contributions and led the editing process with assistance from Alyce Palko.

2019-2020	Project Team Member, Art’s Work in the Age of Biotechnology: Shaping Our Genetic Futures, an art exhibition spanning the Gregg Museum of Art & Design, North Carolina State University Libraries, CAM Raleigh, and the North Carolina Museum of Art. By presenting works in which artists appropriate tools and techniques that have until recently been the exclusive purview of scientists, the exhibition invited visitors to consider what they want from genomic technologies, and why. Selected artworks remain available online via Leonardo Galleries. 

FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS, AND AWARDS
2023	University of Pittsburgh Transdisciplinary Pilot Award, “Exploring the Feasibility, Governance, and Public Communication of Biomining to Advance Inclusivity and Environmental Justice,” $55,000

2020	Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Humanities Engage Curricular Innovation Award, “Science, Humanities, and Public Engagement,” $6,000

2019	University of Pittsburgh Momentum Funds Seeding Grant, “Killing ‘Nicely,’” $13,000 

2019	University of Pittsburgh Seed Grant, “Art’s Work in the Age of Biotechnology,” $50,000 

2019	University of Pittsburgh Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences Special Initiative to Promote Scholarly Activities in the Humanities Award, “Distributing Biotechnology,” $7,000

2019	Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Collecting Knowledge Pittsburgh program, “Work Forces: Mobilizing the Visual and Material Cultures of Labor,” $2,000

2018 	University of Pittsburgh Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences Special Initiative to Promote Scholarly Activities in the Humanities Award, “Distributing Biotechnology,” $4,780

2017 	University of Pittsburgh Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences Type I Third Term Research Stipend, “Distributing Biotechnology,” $4,000

[bookmark: _Hlk218530501]2016	Top Panel, Peace and Conflict Communication Division, National Communication Association 102nd annual conference

2016	US National Science Foundation Cultivating Cultures of Ethics in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Graduate Fellowship, $3,000

2015-2016	US National Science Foundation Science, Technology, and Society Program Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant, $18,000

2013-2016	US National Science Foundation Integrative Graduate Education and Research (IGERT) Traineeship, Genetic Engineering and Society, $30,000/year

2014	International Summer School on Emerging Technologies, University of Manchester Institute of Innovation Research, Manchester, England

2014	Winter School on the Anticipatory Governance of Emerging Technologies, The Center for Nanotechnology in Society, Arizona State University, Mesa, AZ

2013-2014	Humanities, Arts, Science, and Technology Alliance and Collaboratory (HASTAC) Scholar

2013		Scholar-in-Residence, Duke University PhD Lab in Digital Knowledge

2012-2013	SAS Research Traineeship, North Carolina State University, $18,000

2002		Folger Shakespeare Library Scholar, Washington, DC

2000-2001	Writing Center Associate, Georgetown University, $2,500

INVITED LECTURES

2025	“Public Communication in Polarized Times.” 37th Annual UPMC Hillman Cancer Center Scientific Retreat, Pittsburgh, PA, September 18-19.

[bookmark: _Hlk514678374]2018	“Integrating the Humanities and the Sciences: What it Looks Like in Practice.” Forging Integrated Expertise in Graduate Education Symposium: Diverse Experiences, Workforce Needs, and the Way Forward. A US National Science-Foundation Funded Workshop hosted by the Genetic Engineering and Society Center at North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC, June 4-5.

CONFERENCE ACTIVITY

[bookmark: _Hlk514678393]2026	Ethical Dimensions of Communicating Complexity: The Case of Biomining. Annual Symposium on Communicating Complex Information, Hempstead, NY, April 13-14.

2023	Technologies of Transition, w/ Tina Ndoh. Annual Meeting of the Society of Social Studies of Science, Honolulu, HI, November 8-11.

2023	Follow the Techniques: Techne as Reflexive Methodology, Making Livable (STS) Worlds through Reflexive Methods Workshop, Vienna, AUT, May 31-June 2.

2023	Feminism, Biocontrol, and Motherhood: Some Personal Reflections, Conference on College Composition and Communication, Chicago, IL, February 15-18. 

2022	U.S. National Science Foundation Merit Review Criteria as Points of Entry for advancing Social Justice. IEEE International Professional Communication Conference, Limerick, Ireland, July 17-20.

2022	Pluralistic Visions of Science in the Writing Classroom, Conference on College Composition and Communication, Chicago, IL, March 9-21. (Conference moved online.)

2020	Art’s Work in the Age of Biotechnology: Science and Technology Studies and Art in Practice, Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Prague, CZ, August 18-21. (Conference moved online.)

2020	Methods from the Compost Pile, Association for the Rhetoric of Science and Technology Preconference, Rhetoric Society of America Biannual Conference, Portland, OR, May 21. (Conference canceled.)

2019	Genetic Engineering as Rhetorical Composition. Association for the Rhetoric of Science and Technology Preconference, National Communication Association Annual Conference, Baltimore, MD, November 13.

2019	Invited Response to The Mermaid De-Extinction Project by Richard Pell. Art’s Work in the Age of Biotechnology Symposium, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC, October 18.

2019	Toward a Communicative Model of Biological Agency. International Communication Association Annual Conference, Washington, DC, May 24-28.

2019	The Writing Classroom as Playful Laboratory Space: A Feminist Model of Interdisciplinary Collaboration. Conference on College Composition and Communication, Pittsburgh, PA, March 13-16.

2019	Posthuman Accountability in Technical Communication. Association of Teachers of Technical Writing 22nd Annual Conference, Pittsburgh, PA, March 12-13.

2017	Craftwork as Rhetoric: Examples from Do-It-Yourself Biology. Annual Meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science, Boston, MA, August 30-September 2.

2016	Operationalizing Techne as Persuasive Knowledgeable Craft. National Communication Association 102nd annual conference, Philadelphia, PA, November 10-13.

2016	Promoting Ontological Insecurity to Transform the Governance of Science, w/ Jessica Jameson. National Communication Association 102nd annual conference, Philadelphia, PA, November 10-13.

2016	Techne as Discursive/Material Communication: An Ethnographic Approach. Qualitative Research in Management and Organization Conference, Albuquerque, NM, March 22-24.

2015	Ethics of Biotechnical Communication. International Communication Association Nordic Regional Conference: Responsible Communication and Governance, Copenhagen, Denmark, October 11-13.

2015	Of Mice and Reagents: Standardization, Variation, and Quality of Care, w/ Megan Serr, Caroline Leitschuh, and John Godwin. Sixth Biennial Atlanta Conference on Science and Innovation Policy, Atlanta, GA, September 17-19.

2015	Organizing Synthetic Biology: Structuring the Social and the Technical. International Communication Association Annual Conference, San Juan, PR, May 21-25.

2014	Epistemological Frames, Public Spaces, and the “New” Rhetorics of Grassroots Experiential Science, w/ Ashley R. Kelly. National Communication Association 100th annual conference, Chicago, IL, November 20-23.

2014	Warrior Ethos and Vernacular Memory in Facebook Memorials Honoring SEAL Team Six. National Communication Association 100th annual conference, Chicago, IL, November 20-23.

2014	Interdisciplinary Graduate Education and Research: Student Perspectives. Ninth Annual Interdisciplinary Network for Group Research conference, Raleigh, NC, July 17-19.

2014	DIY, Deliberation and Democracy.  Science and Democracy Network 13th Annual Meeting, Vienna, Austria, June 30-July 2.

2014	Regulatory (Mouse) Traps: Social, Cultural and Ethical Issues in Classifying Genetically Modified Mammals, w/ Jason Delborne. Second Annual Conference on Governance of Emerging Technologies: Law, Policy, and Ethics, Scottsdale, AZ, May 27-29.

2014	Critical Making, Biopolitics and Bioaesthetics. Sixth International Conference for the Humanities, Arts, Science, and Technology Alliance and Collaboratory (HASTAC), Lima, Peru, April 24-27.

2014	Open Learning, Open Access and the Digital Divide, w/ Cathy Davidson, Christina Davidson, Jade Davis, Kaysi Holman, Barry Peddycord & Jennifer Stratton.  Sixth International Conference for the Humanities, Arts, Science, and Technology Alliance and Collaboratory (HASTAC), Lima, Peru, April 24-27.

2014	Bio-provocations: An Ethnography of Participatory Knowledge Production and Deliberation. Southern States Communication Association conference, New Orleans, LA, April 3-6.

2014	Public Engagement and “Ordinary Citizens:” An Autoethnographic Account. STGlobal: Science & Technology in Society conference, Washington, DC, April 2.

2013	Considering Digital Learning Technologies for Nontraditional Students: A Diffusion-Based Framework. 10th annual conference of the International Society for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, Raleigh, NC, October 2-5.

2013	Human Rights & Singapore’s Quarantine Rhetoric in Emergency Health Risks, w/ Huiling Ding. Association of Teachers of Technical Writing 16th Annual Conference, Las Vegas, NV, March 13.



CAMPUS TALKS

[bookmark: _Hlk514678414]2018	On The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, w/ Larry Davis and Lisa Parker. University of Pittsburgh Humanities Center Medical Humanities Monday Series, Pittsburgh, PA, March 26.

2014	Experimenting with 21st Century Literacies: Comparing Face-to-Face Experiences with a 16,000-Person Classroom, w/ Christiane Damasceno, North Carolina State University Campus Writing and Speaking Series, Raleigh, NC, September 29.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

University of Pittsburgh, Assistant Professor of English
[bookmark: _Hlk218530316]Core Faculty: Institute for Bioethics
Affiliated Faculty, Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies

Graduate-level courses
	Rhetoric, Composition, and Craftwork (Spring 2025)
Science, Humanities, and Public Engagement (Spring 2021)
Rhetoric, Knowledge Production, and Professional Craft (Fall 2018)

Undergraduate-level courses
Public Communication of Science and Technology (regularly since Spring 2021)
Digital Humanity (Spring 2026)
Seminar in Composition (Fall 2025)
The Bridge Seminar: A Capstone Course for Public and Professional Writing Majors 			(Spring 2019, Spring 2020, Fall 2020)
(Science) Writing for the Public (Fall 2017, Spring 2019, Fall 2019)
	Narratives of the Workplace (Fall 2018, Fall 2019)

North Carolina State University, Graduate Instructor
Ethics of Biotechnical Communication (Spring 2016)
Survey of Rhetorical Theory (Summer 2015)

Duke University, Teaching Assistant
	History and Future of (Mostly) Higher Education (Spring 2014)

North Carolina State University, Teaching Assistant
Introduction to Persuasion Theory (Fall 2012)

Georgetown University, Teaching Assistant
	Critical Reading and Writing (Fall 2000, Spring 2001)



GRADUATE STUDENTS

PhD Students
Nelesi Rodrigues-Trujillo, “Contact Composition: Learning with/in Movement(s), Transnational Feminisms, and Writing” (co-chair) (Winner of the 2025 CCCC James Berlin Memorial Outstanding Dissertation Award)
Taylor Waits, “Stimulating Sparks Through Student Storytelling of the #NOTAGAINSU Movement” (chair)
Kim Hoover, “The Ambivalent Promise of Integrative Medicine: Reforming Integration Discourse & Practices” (co-chair)
S. Brook Corfman, “All Trans People are Artists, All Artists are Poets: A Dissertation on Trans Writers and Writing” (member)
Brittney Knotts, “Keywords, Practices, and Products of the Twenty-First Century Girl Coder” (member)
Thomas Lawson, “Some Assembly Required: Designing Digital Spheres of Practice” (member)
Addison Eldin, “The Role of Computers and Computation in the Humanities” (member)
Yasmine Anderson, “The Continued Life and Appropriation of Black Women’s Blues in Twenty-First Century Popular Culture” (member)
Nick Canada, “Writing with the Machine: Student Imaginaries of AI and Pedagogical Futures” (member)

MFA Students
Heather Kresge, “Quantum Poetics” (member)

MA Students
Leah McInerney, “Man, Woman, and Something Not of this World: Nonbinary Disidentification and Queer Plasticity in Anime Bodies” (chair)

SERVICE

Departmental Service
Graduate Admissions Committee (2023-24, 2025-26)
Graduate Fellowships and Advising Committee (2024-25)
Assessment Committee (2023-24)
Grants Committee (2020-21)
Graduate Careers Committee (2018-19, 2020-21, 2021-22)
Digital Narrative & Interactive Design Curriculum Committee (2019-20)
Graduate Placement Committee (2018-19)
Composition Curriculum Committee (2017-18)

University Service
Reviewer, Cover Letter Workshop for Graduate Students (2026)
Co-Organizer, Humanities in Health Conference (2021)
Graduate Career Diversity Champion, Dietrich School Humanities Engage Initiative (2019-2020)
Judge, Three-Minute Thesis Competition for Graduate Students (2019)

Peer Review
Reviewer, College Composition and Communication Journal

Professional Service
College Composition and Communication Writing and STEM Standing Group, Co-Chair, 2021-2025
US National Science Foundation Roadmap to Gene Drives: A Deliberative Workshop to Develop Frameworks for Research and Governance, Moderator, Raleigh, NC, 2016
US National Science Foundation Workshop on Research Agendas in the Societal Aspects of Synthetic Biology, Participant, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ, 2014
The Humanities and Technology Camp (THATCamp) Research Triangle Park, Organizer, Raleigh, NC, 2014
North Carolina State University Genetic Engineering and Society Center team, Captain, International Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) Competition, Boston, MA, 2014

Community Service
US Department of Energy Citizen Forum, “Who Consents, and How? Designing a Content-Based Siting Process for Nuclear Waste,” Facilitator, Museum of Life and Science, Durham, NC, 2017 (Event cancelled.)
US National Science Foundation Public Engagement with Synthetic Biology “Building with Biology” Event, Volunteer, Museum of Life and Science, Durham, NC, 2015
US National Science Foundation Multi-Site Public Engagement with Synthetic Biology, Volunteer, Chabot Space and Science Center, Oakland, CA, 2015
[bookmark: _Hlk218536425]Kopenlab Citizen Science Festival, Volunteer, Copenhagen, Denmark, 2014

NON-ACADEMIC WORK

Communications Officer, Pew Charitable Trusts, Washington, DC, 2009–2012
Speechwriter, US Department of Education, Washington, DC, 2005–2009
Writer, White House Office of Presidential Correspondence, Washington, DC, 2002–2005

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Conference on College Composition and Communication 
Rhetoric Society of America
Society for Social Studies of Science
[bookmark: h.30j0zll]
LANGUAGES

Intermediate French, basic Czech
